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UCare Note Writer

UCare Note Writer is a web application developed at 
UCSF for provider documentation ïHistory and Physicals, 
Progress Notes, Consultations, and any other type of 
provider note.

Note Writer is integrated with UCare, UCSFôs electronic 
medical record, and has several features to save clinicians 
time and help documentation be more accurate, safe, and 
complete.

Provider documentation at UCSF Medical Center



ÅLaunching the application
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UCare Note Writer
Provider documentation at UCSF Medical Center

Click on ñNote Writerò on the left-hand 

vertical toolbar in UCare



ÅLaunching the application
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UCare Note Writer
Provider documentation at UCSF Medical Center

Note Writer opens in its own window. You can 

flip through the medical record in UCare while 

writing your note in Note Writer
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Note Writer keeps the patient you are looking 

at in UCare and the patient you are writing 

about in Note Writer synchronized
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To create a new note from scratch, select 

ñCreate a New Noteò

Weôll see how to use a prior note as the basis for a new note later.

Choose Inpatient or Ambulatory, and then 

the inpatient service or ambulatory practice 

you are working with

Note Writer remembers this until you change it
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Select the template you wish to use

Templates are developed and maintained by the Chief of each 

inpatient service or ambulatory practice
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Click ñLoad Note Templateò
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Write your note

Note Writer is a web application, and behaves 

similarly to other web applications you would 

use outside of work. It has drop-down lists, 

check boxes, and other familiar web controls.
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The ñGet Vital Signsò button
Goes back 24-hours from the moment you 

hit the button and collects electronically 

documented vital signs, and summarizes 

them as ranges over that 24-hours
Counts the number of documented 

stools the patient has had since 0700 

this morning, or the date and time of the 

last documented stool

Counts the number of ongoing days of 

documented Foley catheterization

The ñGet Vital Signsò button shows nothing 

about trends, or non-numeric vital 

documentation. It is only a time-saving tool 

for documentation and is never a substitute 

for looking at the original data in UCare
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The ñGet Labsò button only gets a limited 

selection of numeric lab results. It is only 

a time-saving tool for documentation and 

is never a substitute for looking at the 

original data in UCare.

You can edit this box, like all other 

ñGetò boxes in Note Writer

The ñGet Labsò button
Goes back 24-hours from the moment you hit the 

button and collects Chem 7 (Na+, K+, Cl-, HCO3
-, 

BUN, Creatinine, Glucose), CBC, Ca++, Mg++, 

PO4
--, AST, ALT, Alk Phos, t-Bili, INR, PTT, ABG, 

BNP, and Troponin I
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The ñGet  Micro Resultsò button does not retrieve results that have changed since they were 

first resulted. For example, a Final result that updates a Preliminary result will not be retrieved. 

This is a limitation in UCare and is being worked on.

As always, the ñGet  Micro Resultsò button is never a substitute for looking at the primary data 

in UCare.

ñGet Micro Resultsò 
Goes back 24-hours from the moment 

you hit the button and collects 

microbiology tests that have had their 

first result in the last 24 hours
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The ñGet Radiographic Resultò button only retrieves the Impression, and does not include the 

Radiologistsô detailed narrative which often has additional important information.

As always, it is only a time-saving feature for documentation and is never a substitute for 

looking at the primary data in UCare.

ñGet Radiographic Resultsò
Goes back 24-hours from the moment you hit the button and 

collects radiology results that have come back in that interval, 

and imports the ñImpressionò section only
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The Patient Medication List is updated from the Pharmacy 

computer system every 30 minutes. Once you have imported 

it in to your note, it is static in your note.

The Medication Import
Collects the current list of medications 

from the Pharmacy computer system
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Click the red X to remove a medication 

from your note. This is rarely needed, 

but may be appropriate if you have 

recently discontinued a medication, and 

the Pharmacy list is not yet updated.

This does not discontinue the medication nor 

remove it from the Pharmacyôs official list for 

this patient. Only a written order can do that.

Check ñInclude Noteò to include the 

ñNotesò section for this medication (Hold 

for SBP < 90) in your note, if desired



16

Check ñInclude Noteò to include the 

ñNotesò section for this medication (Hold 

for SBP < 90) in your note, if desired

A single red star means this line is 

required for the supervisee author, such 

as a resident working with an attending, 

or a medical student working with 

housestaff

Required fields are determined by the Chief of 

the inpatient service or ambulatory practice.

A double blue star means this line is 

required for the supervising author, such 

as the attending who supervises 

residents, or the housestaff supervising 

a medical student
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If you are working on your note and need to 

do something else and come back later, 

click ñSave draft without publishingò

Your draft note is not visible in UCare and is not part of the 

medical record


